
Zo ran Ste va no vić

Ru dolf Schmidt and the Rob bery of the Ar chi val Ma te rial. The Rob bery and De va sta tion 
of the Sta te Ar chi ves in No vi Sad in the Se cond World War

Sum mary

Ru dolf Schmidt was war cri mi nal be ing at the po si tion of the Com mis sar of the Sta-
te Ar chi ves ap po in ted by the oc cupyin g for ces wor ked on de va sta tion and rob bery of the 
Ar chi ves. Be ing for mer em ployee  of the Arc hi ves and af ter wards the mem ber of the Spa-
nish Ger man Cul tu ral As so ci a tion (Kul tur bund), the Ger mans re a li zed that Schmidt was 
the most su i ta ble per son to pre pa re ar chi val ma te rial for the rob bery and la ter on to work on 
its pr o ces sing. Ru dolf Schmidt co o pe ra ted with the Us ta še and han ded over to them part of 
the ar chi val ma te rial from the Arc hi ves of No vi Sad. At the sa me ti me he rob bed the arc hi-
ves from his per so nal in te rest and cho se the most va lu a ble ar chi val ma te rial that pre vi o us 
rob bers hadn’t ta ken from the Arc hi ves and to ok the ar chi val ma te rial with him to Osi jek 
and at the end of the war when run ning away to ok it to Czec ho slo va kia. He was ar re sted the-
re and de por ted to the camp. Schmidt’s cri me over cul tu ral and hi sto ri cal mo nu ments was 
pro ved af ter the war by the work of Pr o vin cial Com mis sion and the Sta te Com mis sion.

In the co ur se of the Se cond World War the Sta te Arc hi ves of No vi Sad was rob bed 
se ve ral ti mes but the cre a tors of the ar chi val ma te rial and the ir ow ners we re rob bed as well. 
The rob be ri es we re plan ned and per for med syste ma ti cally ha ving wi dely spread net work 
from the top of the go ver ning aut ho ri ti es thro ugh the sta te or ga ni za ti ons and in sti tu ti ons, 
Na zi and mi li tary or ga ni za ti ons to the in di vi du als as was Ru dolf Schmidt and ot her di rect 
exe cu tors. The Ger mans we re the most ri go ro us but du ring the rob bery of the ar chi val ma-
te rial they co o pe ra ted with the ir al li es and split the war trophy with them. The rob be ri es 
we re di rec ted from Ber lin, Vi en na, Za greb and Bu da pest. Ho we ver, Vi en na played the cen-
tral ro le. It was be li e ved that that the Yugo slav Arc hi ves we re of the in te rest of Au stria and 
that Vi en na mo re than Ber lin was able to use that sub stan tial and im por tant prey. Ar chi val 
ma te rial from Voj vo di na was of spe cial im por tan ce for the Ger mans.

In the years and de ca des af ter the Se cond World War, the re sti tu tion of the ar chi val 
ma te rial from Au stria, Hun gary Cro a tia and Czec ho slo va kia was per for med. Re sti tu tion 
ne ver com pen sa ted the loss that the Sta te Arc hi ves of No vi Sad suf fe red du ring the War. 
Mo re o ver, the smal ler part of the ar chi val ma te rial was re tur ned. Among ar chi val ma te-
rial that Ru dolf Schmidt rob bed from per so nal re a sons and that had been re sti tu ted from 
Czec ho slo va kia we re the do cu ments be lon ging to the ol dest and the most im por tant ar chi-
val ma te rial from the Arc hi ves of Voj vo di na. Tho se do cu ments in clu ded uni que and ra re 
do cu ments of the com ple te ma nu script he ri ta ge in the in sti tu ti ons of pr o tec tion of cul tu ral 
hol dings of the Re pu blic of Ser bia. 


