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Et hni cal Ten si ons in Yugo sla via in the Mid dle of the Se ven ti es. 
In di vi dual Exam ples

Sum mary

Stren gthe ning of the na ti o nal ten si ons in So ci a li stic Yugo sla via in the co ur se of 
the six ti es and the se ven ti es was the mat ter of sur vi val of mul ti na ti o nal sta te. Con sti tu tion 
chan ges by the end of the six ti es and the be gin ning of se ven ti es did not ma na ge to stop 
mo re po wer ful cen tri fu gal ten den ci es in Yugo sla via and be fo re all, tho se in Ko so vo and 
Cro a tia. Tho se pro ces ses we re spe e ded-up by the mid dle of the eig hti es and fi  nally cul mi-
na ted in to the ar med con fl ict and bloody bre ak down of SFRY. Na ti o nal ten si ons did not 
in clu de only po li ti cal eli te of the Yugo sla via na ti ons but they as well spread over the wi der 
seg ments of Yugo slav po pu la tion. Yugo slav In for ma tion Bu re a us watchfully fol lo wed tho-
se pro ces ses and in cer tain ex tre me ca ses used re pres si ve me a su res. Fe de ral Se cu rity in for-
med abo ut tho se ca ses Jo sip Broz Ti to – Yugo sla vian Party and the Sta te Le a der. Among 
the do cu ments from the ca bi net of the Pre si dent of the Re pu blic kept in the Ar chi ves of 
Yugo sla via one can fi nd cer tain exam ples of et hni cally mo ti va ted in ci dents. The ir analysis 
light up the in ter et hnic pro blems in Yugo sla via in the six ti es, po in ting out facts re gar ding 
de sta bi li za tion of the re la ti ons bet we en the Yugo slav na ti ons in the years pre ce ding the de-
ath of its le a der – Jo sip Broz Ti to. 


